
Volume 11 ~ Fall 2011
Editor: B Coffey

Mountain Bluebird Trails

Conservation Society

Dedicated to studying, conserving and helping restore the natural range
of the Mountain Bluebird in southern Alberta.

MBTCS Arrives in the Digital Age

In October of 2010 we resurrected our website with a dedicated address and a new look.
The new site can be accessed at ‘ ’. In the past, we were part of a
larger website and it was sometimes hard for people to find us. Now we have a name that
reflects exactly who we are. My thanks to all who contributed to this project.

Over the next couple of pages, I’m going to show you how to navigate the new site and
some of the features we’ve built into it. We’ve tried to keep everything as small as
possible to avoid delays in loading the pages. So I encourage even those of you with dial-
up internet to give it a try.

Below is the ‘home page’ and a little bit about us.

www.bluebirdtrails.org

“Annual
General
Meeting”

Saturday, Oct 29th,
2011

@ 2:00 p.m.
Fish & Game

building
1001 9 Ave South
Lethbridge, AB

$10 fee

317-1252
(Gwen)

345-5806 (Ken)

(lunch &
refreshments)

Limited Seating!
Mentors needed!

RSVP:



Getting around the website

Inside the ovals are the ‘navigation tabs’. Either one works, they’re both the same. The only difference is that the top
‘navigation bar’ has ‘drop-down’ menus, where the one on the right side shows all menu items all the time.

What you see below is the newsletter archive page. To view any of these older newsletters, just click on it and it will
open in a new window. The only requirement for viewing these files is that you must have the free Adobe Reader
installed on your computer. A link to the Adobe site can be found on our ‘downloads’ page. If you don’t have it and
want some help getting it, call or email me.

All of the forms , statistics, reports, etc on this site require the Adobe Reader, as do a lot of files on the internet. Adobe
Reader files (PDF) are very compact files and are safe to view.



Getting around the website

This is the ‘download’ page, where you can view or print any of the work sheets listed below. This is also where you
can download and install the free Adobe Reader which is needed to view ‘pdf ’ files. We’ve also added a pdf version of
the blueprint for construction of a bluebird nest box.

To view any of these files, simply click on the underlined text. Monitors and banders will continue to receive their
statistics sheets in the mail from Gwen, but in the event that you need another copy of the sheet, simply open it from
here and print it (color printer not required).



We all know that bluebirds, like all wise
creatures, leave this country when summer’s
warmth starts to fade. Here’s an image of what
happens when one of these little guys gets
caught in a sudden weather change. Not a
happy camper !!!

Photo from Gerry Kyllo

Getting around the website

As you navigate around the website you will find pages with past years’ statistics, links to other birding websites,
photos from our 2010 conference and a contact page. There is also a news page where you can add (through the
webmaster) events or MBTCS related information.

This is your website. It’s been designed with your needs in mind. If you see something that needs to be fixed, let us
know. If there’s something missing, let us know.

Did You Know...
There are 9,865 species of birds alive today (that we know about).

Of the these, 1,227 species are considered threatened with extinction, 838 species are near threatened, 7,735 species
are considered to be of least concern, and 65 species lack the data to determine their status. 133 species of birds are
known to have gone extinct since 1500. There are also four species of birds that are classified as extinct in the wild.
The last living members of those species survive only in captivity.



Trail Management

To All Trail Monitors

I’ve mapped most of the trails in our area. A lot of the GPS readings are 10+ years old, so they may
not be too accurate.

We don't need exact locations, only close, so someone else
could find the boxes if you were unable to look after them.

We have a GPS receiver to lend out to get the coordinates. I’d
like to have all monitors contact me and I will send you a map of
where I think your trail is and then you can check it. Send me
any corrections and I will update the maps.

Thank you
Gerry Kyllo, Trails Manager

430-327-0120
gkyllo@shaw.ca

Map of GPS points on a bluebird trail near Waterton Park.



2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Bluebird eggs 7237 5900 3739 2483 3286 3049 1904

Nestlings fledged 4866 5296 2914 1891 2447 1824 1510

Sterile eggs 579 363 352 187 296 289 366

Abandoned eggs 503 253 189 213 284 327 120

Dead nestlings 1230 352 264 219 259 608 152

Tree swallow nest 788 609 675 482 716 506 511

Successful nests 1024 1331 655 405 578 436 317

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Bluebird eggs

Nestlings fledged

Sterile eggs

Abandoned eggs

Dead nestlings

Tree swallow nest

Successful nests

Greetings Monitors & Banders!

Once again I have to thank everyone for all the hours for volunteer work in the field and compiling
your stats for the 2011 year. Wow! The weather was a wild one, eh? I know that the impact on the
bluebird population was very apparent as a second brood was almost non-existent.  It may comfort all
to know that I learned from the MBT Montana Conference the weekend of September
23-25, that not only our area suffered with odd weather. Our southern affiliates had almost 5 times
more snow in eastern Montana than is the norm! Not only were the birds affected but also most
mammals took a population hit due to lack of food.

The stats were slow at coming in this year for the last few remitters. This seems to happen every year
and it holds up the production of the Fall newsletter that announces the Annual General Meeting.
Please try your hardest to get the bander’s and more importantly the monitor’s report in right away in
the beginning of September. I so appreciate it. Each year I also have some reports from monitors
come in after October and the meeting. This skews our stats a little.

The board of MBT has taken on new members this past year. The evolution of our society has come
so far in the last 22 years since I stumbled into volunteering. We have a new wonderful committed
board, please do make a point of coming to the AGM on October 29th. Gerry Kyllo is the new trail
manager and he has put considerable effort into continuing to catalogue those trails of yours. Please
call him if you think your trail has not been added to the database. This can be very important if we
have to temporarily or permanently assign your trail to another person. Thanks so much, Gerry!

Cheers,
Gwen Tietz, Master Bander

in Fort Peck on

2011 Statistics


